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Boston College

MEDIA ADVISORY
TIMSS 2007: DECEMBER 9, 2008

BOSTON COLLEGE RESEARCHERS TO RELEASE FINDINGS FROM LARGEST INTERNATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT MATH AND SCIENCE ACHIEVEMENT EVER CONDUCTED

Report Will Include Rankings of 4th and 8th Grade-Level 
Student Achievement Across 59 Countries Including the U.S.
Also: Detailed Analysis of Factors that Influence Student Performance

CHESTNUT HILL, MA (11-19-08) – The results of the broadest international assessment of student mathematics and science achievement ever conducted will be released Tuesday, December 9, 2008 by the study’s directors at Boston College. The 2007 Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study, known as TIMSS, assessed 425,000 students across 59 countries, including the United States -- the largest number of countries ever to have participated in TIMSS.

The new report will provide rankings of student achievement by country, as well as information about home, school and other factors associated with student performance. Trend data for countries that participated in TIMSS 1995 and 2003 at the fourth grade level, and in TIMSS 1995, 1999 and 2003 at the eighth grade level, also will be presented.

WHAT: 
Results from TIMSS 2007 will be released by project directors Michael O. Martin and Ina V.S. Mullis of Boston College’s Lynch School of Education through a webcast which can be viewed at timssandpirls.bc.edu.
WHEN: 
Tuesday, December 9, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. EST.

ABOUT TIMSS 2007: Conducted by the TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center at Boston College’s Lynch School of Education on behalf of the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA), TIMSS is one of the world’s most influential global assessments of student achievement in math and science. 59 countries and 8 benchmarking entities participated in TIMSS 2007: 37 countries and 7 benchmarking entities at the fourth grade level, and 50 countries and 7 benchmarking entities at the eighth grade. Each country sampled approximately 4,000 students in 150 schools.

TIMSS 2007 is the fourth in a cycle of internationally comparative assessments dedicated to improving teaching and learning in mathematics and science for students around the world. Carried out every four years at the fourth and eighth grades, (previously in 1995, 1999 and 2003), TIMSS provides data about trends in mathematics and science achievement over time. To inform educational policy in the participating countries, this world-wide assessment and research project also routinely collects extensive background information that addresses concerns about the quantity, quality and content of instruction. TIMSS 2007 offers detailed information about mathematics and science curriculum coverage and implementation, as well as teacher preparation, resource availability and the use of technology.

MEDIA: For more information or to arrange interviews with the study directors on an embargoed basis contact Patti Delaney at 617-552-3352; delaneyp@bc.edu.
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