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Progress in International Reading Literacy Study 
National Research Coordinators 
Contributors to PIRLS Development

Albania

Shpresa Petrela
National Assessment and  
Examination Center

Austria

Günter Haider
Silvia Bergmüller
Austrian IEA Research Centre 
Universität Salzburg

Belarus

Valerii Ovsyannikov
Department of Education Quality 
Assessment 

Belgium

Flemish
Jan Van Damme
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven

French
Annette Lafontaine
Université de Liège

Bulgaria

Tatyana Angelova
Felianka Kaftandjieva
University of Sofia

Canada

Alberta
Ping Yang
Learner Assessment Branch
Alberta Education

British Columbia
Diane Lalancette
Exams & Assessment Policy

Nova Scotia
Marthe Craig
Evaluation Coordinator, Evaluation 
Services

Ontario
Darryl Hunter
Hervé Jodouin
Francine Jaques
Education Quality and  
Accountability Office

Quebec
Serge Baillargeon
Ministère de l’Éducation

China

Hong wei Meng
The China National Institute  
of Education

Chinese Taipei

Hwawei Ko
Graduate Institute of Learning  
and Instruction
National Central University
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Czech Republic

Iveta Kramplova
Institute for Information on Education

Denmark

Jan Mejding
Danish University of Education

England

Liz Twist
National Foundation for Educational 
Research in England and Wales

France

Marc Colmant
Ministère de l’Éducation Nationale

Georgia

Maia Miminoshvili
National Assessment and 
Examinations Center

Germany

Wilfried Bos
Sabine Hornberg
Institut fuer Schulentwicklungsfurschung
University of Dortmund

Knut Schwippert 
Eva Maria Lankes
University of Hamburg

Hong Kong

Tse Shek-Kam
The University of Hong Kong

Hungary

Annamária Szabó Rábai
Ildiko Balazsi
Péter Vari
National Institute of Public Education
Centre for Evaluation Studies

Iceland

Brynhildur Scheving Thorsteinsson
Julius K. Bjornsson
Institute for Educational Research

Indonesia

Bahrul Hayat
Ministry of National Education

Burhanuddin Tola
Center for Educational Assessment

Iran, Islamic Republic

Abdol’azim Karimi
Institute for Educational Research

Israel

Elite Olshtain
Hebrew University 

Ruth Zuzovsky
Tel Aviv University

Italy

Gabriella Pavan De Gregorio
Instituto Nazionale per la Valuatazione 
del Sistema Dell’Istruzione

Kuwait

Abdul Ghani Al-Bazzaz
Ministry of Education
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Latvia

Antra Ozola
University of Latvia

Lithuania

Aiste Elijio
Ministry of Education and Science

Luxembourg

Pierre Reding
Martin Frieberg
Ministère de l’Éducation Nationale

Republic of Macedonia

Bojana Naceva
Bureau for Development of Education

Moldova

Ilie Nasu
Ministry of Education and Science

Morocco

Mohammed Sassi
Departement de l’Évaluation Nationale

Abdellah Belachkar
Ministère de l’Éducation Nationale

Netherlands

Andrea Netten
Mieke Van Diepen
Expertisecentrum Nederlands

New Zealand

Megan Chamberlain
Ministry of Education

Nicaragua

Nora Gordon
Centro Civicio

Norway

Ragnar Gees Solheim
Finn-Egil Tonnessen
Victor van Daal
National Centre for Reading, 
Education and Reading Research
University of Stavanger

Poland

Krzysztof Konarzewski
Institute of Psychology
Polish Academy of Science

Qatar

Markus Broer
Juan Enrique Froemel
Evaluation Institute 
Supreme Education Council
Office of Student Assessment

Romania

Gabriela Noveanu
Institute for Educational Sciences
Evaluation and Forecasting Division

Russian Federation

Galina Kovalyova
Russian Academy of Education
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Scotland

Liz Twist
National Foundation for Educational 
Research in England and Wales

Jo MacDonald
Liz Levy
Scottish Office 
Education Department

Singapore

New Yi Cheen 
Research and Evaluation 
Ministry of Education

Slovak Republic

Eva Obrancova
Zuzana Lukacková
SPU–National Institute for Education

Slovenia

Marjeta Doupona-Horvat
Educational Research Institute

South Africa

Sarah Howie
Elsie Venter
University of Pretoria 

Spain

Mar Gonzalez Garcia
Flora Gil Traver
Instituto Nacional de Calidad y 
Evaluacion del Sistema Educativo

Luis Iza 
Department of Education

Sweden

Bo Palaszewski
National Agency for Education

Caroline Liberg
Uppsala University

Switzerland

Mathis Behrens
Insitut de Recherche et de 
Documentation

Trinidad and Tobago

Harrilal Seecharan
Mervyn Sambucharan
Division of Educational Research and 
Evaluation

United States

Laurence Ogle
National Center for Education 
Statistics
U.S. Department of Education

Zimbabwe

Rosemary Moyana
University of Zimbabwe




