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318 appendix b: multiple comparisons of average achievement in reading purposes and process of comprehension

Exhibit B.1: Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement for Literary Purposes

Instructions: Read across the row for a country to compare performance with the countries listed along the top of the chart. The symbols indicate whether 
the average achievement of the country in the row is significantly lower than that of the comparison country, significantly higher than that of the comparison 
country, or if there is no statistically significant difference between the average achievement of the two countries.
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Canada, Alberta h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Russian Federation h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Canada, British Columbia h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Hong Kong SAR h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Hungary h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Canada, Ontario h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Luxembourg i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Singapore i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Italy i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Germany i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Denmark i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h

Sweden i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h

Netherlands i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h

Belgium (Flemish) i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h

Canada, Nova Scotia i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h

Bulgaria i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h

Lithuania i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h

United States i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h

Latvia i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h

England i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h

Austria i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h

Slovak Republic i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h

Chinese Taipei i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h

Canada, Quebec i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h

New Zealand i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h

Scotland i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h

Poland i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Slovenia i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Israel i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Spain i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

France i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Iceland i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Norway i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Belgium (French) i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Romania i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Moldova, Rep. of i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Georgia i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Macedonia, Rep. of i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Trinidad and Tobago i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Iran, Islamic Rep. of i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Indonesia i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Qatar i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Kuwait i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Morocco i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

South Africa i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Note: 5% of these comparisons would be statistically significant by chance alone.

Exhibit B.1: 

Instructions: Read across the row for a country to compare performance with the countries listed along the top of the chart. The symbols indicate whether 
the average achievement of the country in the row is significantly lower than that of the comparison country, significantly higher than that of the comparison 
country, or if there is no statistically significant difference between the average achievement of the two countries.
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Exhibit B.1 Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement for Literary Purposes 
PIRLS  2006
4th Grade



319appendix b: multiple comparisons of average achievement in reading purposes and process of comprehension

Exhibit B.1: Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement for Literary Purposes (Continued)

Instructions: Read across the row for a country to compare performance with the countries listed along the top of the chart. The symbols indicate whether 
the average achievement of the country in the row is significantly lower than that of the comparison country, significantly higher than that of the comparison 
country, or if there is no statistically significant difference between the average achievement of the two countries.

Fr
an

ce
 

Ic
el

an
d

 

N
or

w
ay

 

B
el

gi
um

 (F
re

n
ch

) 

Ro
m

an
ia

M
ol

d
ov

a,
 R

ep
. o

f 

G
eo

rg
ia

 

M
ac

ed
on

ia
, R

ep
. o

f 

Tr
in

id
ad

 a
n

d
 T

ob
ag

o 

Ir
an

, I
sl

am
ic

 R
ep

. o
f 

In
d

on
es

ia
 

Q
at

ar
 

Ku
w

ai
t 

M
or

oc
co

 

So
ut

h
 A

fr
ic

a 

Countries

h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Canada, Alberta 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Russian Federation 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Canada, British Columbia 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Hong Kong SAR 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Hungary 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Canada, Ontario 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Luxembourg 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Singapore 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Italy 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Germany 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Denmark 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Sweden 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Netherlands 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Belgium (Flemish) 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Canada, Nova Scotia 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Bulgaria 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Lithuania
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h United States 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Latvia 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h England
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Austria 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Slovak Republic 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Chinese Taipei 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Canada, Quebec 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h New Zealand 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Scotland 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Poland 

h h h h h h h h h h h h h Slovenia 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h Israel 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h Spain
h h h h h h h h h h h h h France 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h Iceland 

i i h h h h h h h h h h Norway 
i i h h h h h h h h h Belgium (French) 
i i h h h h h h h h h Romania 
i i i h h h h h h h h h Moldova, Rep. of 
i i i i i i h h h h h h h h Georgia 
i i i i i i i h h h h h h Macedonia, Rep. of 
i i i i i i i h h h h h Trinidad and Tobago 
i i i i i i i i h h h h h Iran, Islamic Rep. of 
i i i i i i i i i i h h h h Indonesia 
i i i i i i i i i i i h h h Qatar 
i i i i i i i i i i i i h h Kuwait 
i i i i i i i i i i i i i h Morocco 
i i i i i i i i i i i i i i South Africa 
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Exhibit B.1 Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement for Literary Purposes 
(Continued)

PIRLS  2006
4th Grade

h
Average achievement significantly 
higher than comparison country

i
Average achievement significantly 
lower than comparison country
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Exhibit B.2: Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement for Informational Purposes

Instructions: Read across the row for a country to compare performance with the countries listed along the top of the chart. The symbols indicate whether 
the average achievement of the country in the row is significantly lower than that of the comparison country, significantly higher than that of the comparison 
country, or if there is no statistically significant difference between the average achievement of the two countries.
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Hong Kong SAR h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Russian Federation h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Singapore h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Luxembourg i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Canada, Alberta i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Canada, British Columbia i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Canada, Ontario i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Bulgaria i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Italy i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Sweden i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Netherlands i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Belgium (Flemish) i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Germany i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h

Denmark i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h

Hungary i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h

Latvia i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h

Canada, Nova Scotia i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h

Chinese Taipei i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h

United States i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h

England i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h

Austria i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h

New Zealand i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h

Canada, Quebec i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h

Lithuania i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h

Scotland i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h

Slovak Republic i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h

France i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h

Slovenia i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h

Poland i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Spain i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Moldova, Rep. of i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Israel i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Iceland i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Belgium (French) i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Norway i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Romania i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Georgia i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Macedonia, Rep. of i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Trinidad and Tobago i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Iran, Islamic Rep. of i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Indonesia i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Qatar i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Morocco i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Kuwait i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

South Africa i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Note: 5% of these comparisons would be statistically significant by chance alone.

Exhibit B.2: Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement for Informational Purposes 
(Continued)
Instructions: Read across the row for a country to compare performance with the countries listed along the top of the chart. The symbols indicate whether 
the average achievement of the country in the row is significantly lower than that of the comparison country, significantly higher than that of the comparison 
country, or if there is no statistically significant difference between the average achievement of the two countries.
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Exhibit B.2 Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement for Informational Purposes 
PIRLS  2006
4th Grade
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Exhibit B.2: Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement for Informational Purposes 
(Continued)
Instructions: Read across the row for a country to compare performance with the countries listed along the top of the chart. The symbols indicate whether 
the average achievement of the country in the row is significantly lower than that of the comparison country, significantly higher than that of the comparison 
country, or if there is no statistically significant difference between the average achievement of the two countries.
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Countries

h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Hong Kong SAR 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Russian Federation 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Singapore 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Luxembourg 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Canada, Alberta 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Canada, British Columbia 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Canada, Ontario 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Bulgaria 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Italy 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Sweden 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Netherlands 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Belgium (Flemish) 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Germany 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Denmark 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Hungary 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Latvia 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Canada, Nova Scotia 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Chinese Taipei 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h United States 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h England
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Austria 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h New Zealand 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Canada, Quebec 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Lithuania
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Scotland 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Slovak Republic 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h France 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Slovenia 

h h h h h h h h h h h h h Poland 
h h h h h h h h h h h h Spain
h h h h h h h h h h h h Moldova, Rep. of 
h h h h h h h h h h h h Israel 
h h h h h h h h h h h h Iceland 

i i i h h h h h h h h h Belgium (French) 
i i i h h h h h h h h h Norway 
i i i h h h h h h h h h Romania 
i i i i i i h h h h h h h h Georgia 
i i i i i i i h h h h h h Macedonia, Rep. of 
i i i i i i i h h h h h h Trinidad and Tobago 
i i i i i i i i i h h h h Iran, Islamic Rep. of 
i i i i i i i i i h h h h Indonesia 
i i i i i i i i i i i h h h Qatar 
i i i i i i i i i i i i h Morocco 
i i i i i i i i i i i i Kuwait 
i i i i i i i i i i i i i South Africa 
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Exhibit B.2 Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement for Informational Purposes 
(Continued)

PIRLS  2006
4th Grade

h
Average achievement significantly 
higher than comparison country

i
Average achievement significantly 
lower than comparison country
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Exhibit B.3: Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement for Retrieving and Straightforward 
Inferencing Processes 
Instructions: Read across the row for a country to compare performance with the countries listed along the top of the chart. The symbols indicate whether 
the average achievement of the country in the row is significantly lower than that of the comparison country, significantly higher than that of the comparison 
country, or if there is no statistically significant difference between the average achievement of the two countries.
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Luxembourg h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Russian Federation h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Singapore h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Hong Kong SAR i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Germany i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Canada, Alberta i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Netherlands i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Denmark i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Canada, British Columbia i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Sweden i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Belgium (Flemish) i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Italy i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Austria i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Hungary i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Canada, Ontario i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Chinese Taipei i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Bulgaria i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h

Latvia i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h

England i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h

Canada, Nova Scotia i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h

Canada, Quebec i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h

United States i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h

Lithuania i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h

Slovak Republic i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h

Scotland i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h

New Zealand i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h

France i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h

Slovenia i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Iceland i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Poland i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Spain i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Israel i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Norway i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Belgium (French) i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Romania i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Moldova, Rep. of i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Georgia i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Macedonia, Rep. of i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Trinidad and Tobago i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Iran, Islamic Rep. of i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Indonesia i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Qatar i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Kuwait i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Morocco i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

South Africa i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Note: 5% of these comparisons would be statistically significant by chance alone.

Exhibit B.3: Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement for Retrieving and Straightforward 
Inferencing Processes  (Continued)
Instructions: Read across the row for a country to compare performance with the countries listed along the top of the chart. The symbols indicate whether 
the average achievement of the country in the row is significantly lower than that of the comparison country, significantly higher than that of the comparison 
country, or if there is no statistically significant difference between the average achievement of the two countries.
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Exhibit B.3: Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement for Retrieving and Straightforward 
Inferencing Processes  (Continued)
Instructions: Read across the row for a country to compare performance with the countries listed along the top of the chart. The symbols indicate whether 
the average achievement of the country in the row is significantly lower than that of the comparison country, significantly higher than that of the comparison 
country, or if there is no statistically significant difference between the average achievement of the two countries.
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 A
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Countries

h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Luxembourg 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Russian Federation 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Singapore 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Hong Kong SAR 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Germany 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Canada, Alberta 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Netherlands 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Denmark 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Canada, British Columbia 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Sweden 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Belgium (Flemish) 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Italy 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Austria 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Hungary 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Canada, Ontario 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Chinese Taipei 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Bulgaria 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Latvia 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h England
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Canada, Nova Scotia 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Canada, Quebec 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h United States 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Lithuania
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Slovak Republic 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Scotland 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h New Zealand 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h France 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Slovenia 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Iceland 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h Poland 

h h h h h h h h h h h Spain
h h h h h h h h h h h Israel 
h h h h h h h h h h h Norway 
h h h h h h h h h h h Belgium (French) 

i i i i h h h h h h h h Romania 
i i i i h h h h h h h h Moldova, Rep. of 
i i i i h h h h h h h h Georgia 
i i i i i i i h h h h h h Macedonia, Rep. of 
i i i i i i i h h h h h Trinidad and Tobago 
i i i i i i i i h h h h h Iran, Islamic Rep. of 
i i i i i i i i i i h h h h Indonesia 
i i i i i i i i i i i h h h Qatar 
i i i i i i i i i i i i h Kuwait 
i i i i i i i i i i i i h Morocco 
i i i i i i i i i i i i i i South Africa 
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Exhibit B.4: Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement for Interpreting, Integrating, and 
Evaluating Processes

Instructions: Read across the row for a country to compare performance with the countries listed along the top of the chart. The symbols indicate whether 
the average achievement of the country in the row is significantly lower than that of the comparison country, significantly higher than that of the comparison 
country, or if there is no statistically significant difference between the average achievement of the two countries.
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Hong Kong SAR h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Canada, Alberta h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Russian Federation h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Canada, Ontario h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Canada, British Columbia h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Italy i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Singapore i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Hungary i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Bulgaria i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Luxembourg i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Canada, Nova Scotia i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Belgium (Flemish) i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h h

Sweden i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h h

United States i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h

Latvia i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h h h

England i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h

Netherlands i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h

Denmark i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h

Lithuania i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h

Germany i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h h

New Zealand i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h h h h h

Slovak Republic i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h

Canada, Quebec i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h

Austria i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h

Chinese Taipei i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h h h

Scotland i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i h h

Slovenia i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Poland i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

France i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Israel i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Moldova, Rep. of i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Spain i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Iceland i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Belgium (French) i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Norway i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Romania i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Georgia i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Macedonia, Rep. of i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Trinidad and Tobago i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Iran, Islamic Rep. of i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Indonesia i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Qatar + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
Kuwait + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
South Africa + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
Morocco + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Note: 5% of these comparisons would be statistically significant by chance alone.

A plus (+) sign indicates average achievement could not be accurately estimated on the 
interpreting, integrating, and evaluating scale.

Exhibit B.4: 

Instructions: Read across the row for a country to compare performance with the countries listed along the top of the chart. The symbols indicate whether 
the average achievement of the country in the row is significantly lower than that of the comparison country, significantly higher than that of the comparison 
country, or if there is no statistically significant difference between the average achievement of the two countries.
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Exhibit B.4: Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement for Interpreting, Integrating, and 
Evaluating Processes (Continued)

Instructions: Read across the row for a country to compare performance with the countries listed along the top of the chart. The symbols indicate whether 
the average achievement of the country in the row is significantly lower than that of the comparison country, significantly higher than that of the comparison 
country, or if there is no statistically significant difference between the average achievement of the two countries.
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Countries

h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Hong Kong SAR 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Canada, Alberta 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Russian Federation 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Canada, Ontario 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Canada, British Columbia 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Italy 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Singapore 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Hungary 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Bulgaria 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Luxembourg 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Canada, Nova Scotia 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Belgium (Flemish) 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Sweden 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + United States 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Latvia 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + England
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Netherlands 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Denmark 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Lithuania
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Germany 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + New Zealand 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Slovak Republic 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Canada, Quebec 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Austria 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Chinese Taipei 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Scotland 
h h h h h h h h h h h + + + + Slovenia 

h h h h h h h h h + + + + Poland 
h h h h h h h h h + + + + France 
h h h h h h h h h + + + + Israel 
h h h h h h h h h + + + + Moldova, Rep. of 
h h h h h h h h h + + + + Spain

i i h h h h h h h h + + + + Iceland 
i i i h h h h h + + + + Belgium (French) 
i i i h h h h h + + + + Norway 
i i i h h h h h + + + + Romania 
i i i i i i h h h h + + + + Georgia 
i i i i i i i h h + + + + Macedonia, Rep. of 
i i i i i i i h h + + + + Trinidad and Tobago 
i i i i i i i i i h + + + + Iran, Islamic Rep. of 
i i i i i i i i i i + + + + Indonesia 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + Qatar 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + Kuwait 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + South Africa 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + Morocco 
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Exhibit B.4 Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement for Interpreting, Integrating, 
and Evaluating Processes (Continued)
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h
Average achievement significantly 
higher than comparison country

i
Average achievement significantly 
lower than comparison country




